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Thoughts From the Pastor 

In a recent discussion among members of our church Consistory, a question 

came up about the meaning and usage of the word “gospel” as compared with 

other common Christian language, such as “Word of God.” At first it seemed to 

be simply a matter of preferred language, without too much at stake. But after 

some reflection, I have come to realize that there was something at stake for the 

person who raised the question, and rightfully so. Both terms—“Gospel” and 

“Word of God”—have multiple meanings, and so are easily confused. So this 

month’s Altar Light article will aim to relieve some of the confusion around 

these terms, so often taken for granted. 

The English word “Gospel,” is translated from the Greek euangelion, and the 

Hebrew basar—“to bring glad tidings” or “good news.” Isaiah is the first biblical 

writer to use the word in its now-common, theological meaning (e.g. Is. 61:1). 

But the term is undoubtedly popularized in the New Testament and associated 

with the life and work of Jesus of Nazareth. The New Testament author known 

as Mark begins his story of Jesus with the words “The beginning of the 

euangeliou of Jesus Christ (Mk. 1:1). When Jesus begins his ministry, Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke all use some form of the word euangelion to describe Jesus' 

preaching—so we read, for instance, that after Jesus was baptized he traveled 

around the region, "teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of 

the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction” (Mt. 4:23). Matthew 

often uses the word as a part of this phrase: “The gospel of the kingdom.” Mark 

prefers to let it stand on its own, after linking the gospel to Christ and to God in 

his opening chapter. And Luke uses the word slightly differently, leading most 

translators to prefer “good news” over “gospel,” but the meaning is essentially 

the same—the angel announcing Jesus’ birth claims to “bring good news.” John 

the Baptist, as he prepares the way for Jesus, does so “preaching good news,” 

and when Jesus inaugurates his ministry, he does so by quoting Isaiah 61—“the 

Spirit of the Lord God is upon me because the Lord has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor.” 

To complicate things even more, the compilers of the New Testament noticed 

that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John had invented a new genre of literature. It is 

true story, but it isn’t quite history in the pure sense of the word. It is centered 

around an individual person and the theological claims made about this person’s 

life and death … but the evangelists weren’t writing just to record historical 

details—they were writing to inform and promote religious devotion in the 

subject of their story; in Jesus as the Christ (John 20:30). Therefore, these four 

stories are properly referred to as “Gospels.” 

So what is the gospel/good news?  

Is it one of four new testament writings bearing that title? Yes.  

Is it all four “gospels” taken together? Yes.  

Is it preaching the message Christ came to proclaim? Yes, with our lips and with 

our lives. 

Is it good news about a new kingdom? About God? About Christ? About 

humanity? Yes, Yes, Yes and Yes. 

Is it the Word of God? Yes 

Is it the Christian Bible in its entirety? Well, this one is a bit trickier.  
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For starters, which Christian Bible? I'm often asked by members of the church about which translation is 

best? Is the King James the “true Word of God” and everything else a translation? Or do we have to go back to 

the original Greek & Hebrew to discover the Word of God?  

The truth of the matter is, we don’t have the “original” writings of any book of the Bible. Only copies of 

copies have survived over the years, and many of them don’t match up with one another. So how do we know 

which is right?  

Without delving too far into the painfully boring discipline known as “text criticism,” suffice it to say that 

the phrase “Word of God” is not rightly used as a synonym for the Bible, and certainly not in any particular 

English translation. It is, instead, another name for Christ himself (John 1:1) and for his gospel message (the 

preaching & embodiment of the Christ’s Kingdom), which is not contained by written words or books, but is 

revealed to us only by the presence of the Holy Spirit. This is why before reading scripture in worship we say 

“let us listen FOR [not “TO”] the Word of God” … the reading of scripture only becomes the proclamation of 

the Word by the revealing activity of the Holy Spirit. 

Swiss theologian Karl Barth spoke of the Word of God as a “three-fold Word.” First, God in Christ is the 

true Word. Second, the scripture bears witness to the Word, but is not in and of itself the true Word (Christians 

do not worship the Bible alongside the triune God). And third, our preaching from scripture becomes a medium 

through which the Spirit reveals the true Word in every time and every place. Among other reasons, Christians 

hold this conviction because the text of the Bible is a fixed set of words (plural), yet we say that the Word of 

God is a living Word (singular). To “preach the Bible,” as opposed to “preaching the risen Christ” is not to 

preach a living Word, but a fixed word. But to preach Christ, as revealed in scripture and by the Spirit, is to 

preach the Gospel, which is good news, and the true, living Word of God. 

So to summarize with the ever-trusty Sunday School answer, whether the question is “what is the gospel?” or 

“what is the Word of God?” the best and most complete answer is Jesus Christ.  

To Him be all glory, honor and power. 

Grace & Peace, 

 

 

Rev. Will Norman 

  



 

 

  



 

 



 

 

Consistory & Committee News: 
Executive Committee: 6pm, Tues. 3/7 

Consistory: 7pm, Tues. 3/14,  

w/ individual boards to meet beforehand as scheduled internally 
 

125th Anniversary 
 

We are getting close to celebration day! 

April 29th & 30th 

Look through your boxes of photos or pull out the scrapbooks. 

We are still needing photos of events. 

Easter, Christmas, Community Meal, Adult Fellowship, Church Picnics… 

I know those photos are out there just wanting to be a part of 

this celebration. 

Don’t wait for the day to come and go ----- Let me know! 

Martha Gutierrez 530-662-3001  leave me a message. 

 
 

ELDERS 

Have you seen the signs? 

New welcome signs have been placed at the entrances to our buildings, to let our neighbors know we are happy 

they are our neighbors, no matter what their country of origin or language or religion. They were purchased 

with a generous donation by a couple in our congregation, and were triggered by our desire to welcome our 

neighbors from the Woodland Mosque. 

Worship 
 A quick reminder, or for those who are new: our regular Sunday Worship takes place in our Sanctuary 

at 10 a.m., with Coffee Hour following in the Social Hall. 
 We are in need of a volunteer to join the audio team- recording the worship service for home-bound members 

of our congregation. If you are interested in technology and are willing to spend a Sunday in the sound room 

every now and then, please contact the office or Tom Brannan. Training will be provided. 
 Ash Wednesday Service on March 1

st
 begins at 6:30 p.m. 

Christian Education 
 A 12-week study of Islam was completed Wednesday, Feb 15, with a fantastic pot luck and an opportunity to 

meet-and-greet new and old neighbors. The program consisted of a brief presentation on the Muslim faith, by 

Khalid Saeed of the Woodland Mosque. A warm and friendly speaker, Khalid completed his speech by 

answering questions from the group, saying "Ask whatever you want, you won't embarrass me". There was 

much laughter as Khalid repeatedly quoted his wife, demonstrating that marriages have much in common, no 

matter the country you are from. I counted over 70 participants from all over Woodland, breaking bread, and 

sharing fellowship. At the closing of the program, Khalid invited the conversation to continue on Feb 22, with 

a meal at the Woodland Mosque. Truly we are doing God's will, when we are "loving our neighbors as 

ourselves", and sharing a common meal can go a long way toward understanding and accepting our 

neighbors. 



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 Care & Prayer 

From Tom Brannan: 

The Prayer Chain 

"First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 

be made for all people" --1 Timothy 2:1 
 

If you are fairly new to St. John's you may not be aware that we have a great group of 8 prayer warriors who 

will pray for your concerns. They are led by Hazel Peterson, and quietly, with no fanfare and little recognition, 

bring the prayer needs of the St John's family to the Lord. I want to tell you what a comfort it has been in my 

life to know that some of the seasoned saints of our church are praying for me and my family, during our times 

of need. So how do these prayer warriors know who, and what needs prayer? Well that is YOUR part. You have 

to tell them! That's all it takes! A phone call to Hazel Peterson or Carolyn Reiff to share your prayer request is 

all that you need do. So, please remember- someone cares about you, and wants to pray for you. And if you feel 

led to join these prayer warriors, there is always a need for more people to pray. Just contact the Prayer Chain 

Chairman, Hazel at the number below. 

Hazel Peterson 530-662-5998 

Carolyn Reiff 530-400-1654 

 

 

Our Partners in Ministry:  

WOODLAND ECUMENICAL MINISTRIES 
 Lenten Lunches- see the calendar for dates and locations 
 We will host the Lenten Lunch on April 5

th
 

 If you are interested in attending the WEMM Racial Reconciliation and Pro-active 

Change Workshop on Saturday, March 11
th

, please let  

. 

 

Yolo Youth Collective (YYC) 
We will meet on Sundays this month here, at St. John’s U.C.C. 

 March 5th- 5th &6th graders 
6-8 p.m. for a Candy Treasure Hunt, and a walk to Nugget for drinks, and a 
discussion of, "Where do we find God?" 

 March 12th- 7th – high school 
6-8 p.m. Candy Treasure Hunt, a walk to Nugget for drinks, and a discussion 
of, "Where do we find God?" 

 March 19th, Youth Pastor Visit during Worship 

 March 19th- All Ages 12:30 p.m. 
Meet here, then we will go to the Cinemark 5 at the County Fair Mall, to watch the 
new Beauty and The Beast,  with Emma Watson.  

tel:(530)%20662-5998
tel:(530)%20400-1654

